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8.3.4. ALTITUDE ALERTING SYSTEM Procedures

Altitude Alert system operational functioning is described in FCOM systems description volume - "Instruments" chapter.

The purpose of the altitude alerting system is to alert the flight crew by the automatic activation of a visual and/or an aural signal when the aircraft is about to reach or is leaving the pre-selected altitude / flight level. The system and its operation shall ensure an accurate altitude adherence during all phases of the flight. 

The altitude alert system is to be used to record cleared altitudes and not as a reminder device for transition levels or reporting altitudes.

Depending upon the design of the alerting system (refer to FCOM), pre-warnings are given 1000 ft or 2000ft before reaching the selected altitude / flight level.

When climb / descent constraints are part of a departure / arrival clearance, constraint altitude(s) should be set in the altitude alert system (selected altitude window) even though such constraints are also entered in the FMS (as applicable).

When it is necessary to change the selected altitude, the PNF will make the change cross-checked by the PF.

In the case of an instrument approach the missed approach altitude must be set in the altitude alert system once cleared for final or at the commencement of final approach. 

The use of the altitude alerting system does not in any way release the flight crew from the responsibility of ensuring that the aircraft levels off or will be levelled off at the correct altitude or flight level
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