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8.3.5. GROUND PROXIMITY WARNING SYSTEM procedures 

   (JAR-OPS 1.395 / 1.665)
The Ground Warning Proximity System (GPWS) is designed to alert pilots that the aircraft position in relation to the terrain is abnormal and, if not corrected, could result in a controlled flight into terrain (CFIT).

GPWS operational functioning is described in FCOM - systems description volume - "Navigation" chapter. Associated procedures are given in FCOM "Emergency procedures" and in the QRH.

It is the responsibility of the Commander to develop and implement a plan which employs all available resources to ensure adequate terrain clearance. 

When undue proximity to the ground is detected by any flight crew member or by a ground proximity warning system, the Commander or the pilot to whom conduct of the flight has been delegated shall ensure that corrective action is initiated immediately to establish safe flight conditions

The GPWS must be “ON” from take-off until landing.

The GPWS may not be deactivated (by pulling the circuit breaker or use of the relevant switch) except when specified by approved procedures. 

When a warning occurs during daylight VMC conditions, if positive visual verification is made that no hazard exists, the warning may be considered cautionary. A go-around shall be initiated in any case if cause of warning cannot be identified immediately.  

Any GPWS activation must be reported in writing to the flight operations whether genuine or spurious. 

Where such activation indicates a technical malfunction of the system an appropriate entry should also be made in the technical log.

Pilots shall be aware of the possibility that a nuisance warning may be generated by an aircraft flying below (up to 6500 ft) e.g. during a holding.

Only Enhanced GPWS (EGPWS) also called TAWS (Terrain Avoidance and Warning System) have a forward-looking facility, therefore including a predictive terrain hazard warning function so that some cautions and warnings may be given if the aircraft is approaching sharply rising terrain.  

Basic or so-called advanced GPWS do not have this facility, so that the time between the receipt of a warning and contact with the ground if no corrective action is taken will be around 20 seconds. This will be lessened if the rate of descent is excessive or if there is rising terrain below the aircraft
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