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8.3.1. VFR/IFR POLICY (Jar-OPs 1.215 / 1.340)
All flights are normally conducted under IFR rules except authorised by the Flight Operations Manager. Generally, only non-revenue flights in the case of local flight, of small flight or of small part of a flight may be conducted under VFR rules. (Refer to 8.1.4 for en-route operating minima).

For any flight an ATC flight plan must be filed.

8.3.1.1. Change from IFR to VFR

An aircraft electing to change the conduct of its flight from compliance with the IFR to compliance with the VFR shall notify the appropriate ATS unit to specify that IFR flight is cancelled. No reply other than the acknowledgement “IFR flight cancelled at ... (time)” should normally be made by the ATC.

When an aircraft operating under IFR is flown in or encounters VMC, it shall not cancel its IFR flight unless it is anticipated, and intended, that the flight will be continued for a reasonable period of time in uninterrupted VMC. 

8.3.1.2. SIMULATED ABNORMAL SITUATIONS IN FLIGHT (Jar-OPs 1.370)
Simulation of abnormal or emergency situations requiring the application of part or all of abnormal or emergency procedures and simulation of IMC conditions by artificial means are forbidden during a revenue flight.

8.3.1.3. In-flight fuel management (JAR-OPS 1.375)

Procedure to ensure that in-flight fuel checks and fuel management are carried out are defined in 8.3.7.1.

A Commander shall ensure that the amount of usable fuel remaining in flight is not less than the fuel required to proceed to an aerodrome where a safe landing can be made, with final reserve fuel remaining.

MeteorologICAL ConditionS / Minima (Jar-ops 1.340)
On an IFR flight a Commander shall not:

· Commence take-off; nor continue beyond the point from which a revised flight plan applies in the event of in-flight replanning, unless information is available indicating that the expected weather conditions at the destination and/or required alternate aerodrome(s) prescribed in 8.1.2.3. are at or above the planning minima, prescribed in 8.1.2.2.

· Continue beyond:

· The decision point when using the decision point procedure (refer to 8.1.7.1.3.); or

· The pre-determined point when using the pre-determined point procedure (refer to 8.1.7.1.4.), unless information is available indicating that the expected weather conditions at the destination and/or required alternate aerodrome(s) prescribed in 8.1.2.3. are at or above the applicable aerodrome operating minima prescribed in 8.1.3.5.
· Continue towards the planned destination aerodrome unless the latest information available indicates that, at the expected time of arrival, the weather conditions at the destination, or at least one destination alternate aerodrome, are at or above the applicable aerodrome operating minima.
On a VFR flight a Commander shall:

· Not commence take-off unless current meteorological reports or a combination of current reports and forecasts indicate that the meteorological conditions along the route or that part of the route to be flown under VFR will, at the appropriate time, be such as to render compliance with these rules possible.

· Inform ATC and follow ATC instruction If VMC can not be maintained
· Abort the VMC approach, if visual reference is lost
8.3.1.4. Instrument departure and approach procedures 
   (JAR-OPS 1.230)

Instrument departure and approach procedures established by the State in which the aerodrome is located have to be used (See Operations Manual Part C - Route and Airport instructions and information)

However, a Commander may accept an ATC clearance which deviates from above, provided obstacle clearance criteria are observed and full account is taken of the operating conditions. The final approach must be flown visually or in accordance with the established instrument approach procedure.

Different procedures (e.g. EOSID) may be implemented if approved by the Authority.

An aircraft should not descend in IMC below the minimum (sector) safe altitude (MSA) as shown on the instrument approach chart until it is established in the approved approach or holding procedure.

In the vicinity of the airport an approach may be conducted by visual manoeuvring (circling) under IFR rules if this type of approach is cleared by the ATC and if weather conditions permit it (refer to 8.1.3.2 - Aerodrome operating minima). If visual reference is lost, the circling approach must be aborted. 

The minima for a specific type of approach and landing procedure are considered applicable if:

· The ground equipment shown on the respective chart required for the intended procedure is operative;

· The aeroplane systems required for the type of approach are operative;

· The required aeroplane performance criteria are met; and

· The crew is qualified accordingly.
Any increment imposed by the Authority must be added to the minima specified in accordance with company minima defined in 8.1.3.
8.3.1.5. Takeoff conditions

Before commencing take-off, a commander must satisfy himself that:

· The RVR or visibility in the take-off direction of the aeroplane is equal to or better than the applicable minimum and

· The condition of the runway intended to be used should not prevent a safe take-off and departure (refer to 8.1.2.4.2)
8.3.1.6. Commencement and continuation of an approach 
   (JAR-OPS 1.400 / 1.405)
Before commencing an approach to land, the Commander must satisfy himself that, according to the information available to him, the weather at the aerodrome and the condition of the runway intended to be used should not prevent a safe approach, landing or missed approach, having regard to the performance information contained in the Operations Manual (refer to 8.1.2.4.3). 

The in-flight determination of the landing distance should be based on the latest available report, preferably not more than 30 minutes before expected landing time.

The Commander or the pilot to whom conduct of the flight has been delegated may commence an instrument approach regardless of the reported RVR/visibility but the approach shall not be continued beyond the outer marker, or equivalent position, if the reported RVR/visibility is less than the applicable minima.

Where RVR is not available, RVR values may be derived by converting the reported visibility in accordance with table 5 of chapter 8.1.3.5.
If, after passing the outer marker or equivalent position in accordance with above, the reported RVR/visibility falls below the applicable minimum, the approach may be continued to DA/H or MDA/H.

Where no outer marker or equivalent position exists, the Commander or the pilot to whom conduct of the flight has been delegated shall make the decision to continue or abandon the approach before descending below 1000 ft above the aerodrome on the final approach segment. If the MDA/H is at or above 1000 ft above the aerodrome, the operator shall establish a height, for each approach procedure, below which the approach shall not be continued if the RVR/visibility is less than the applicable minima.

The approach may be continued below DA/H or MDA/H and the landing may be completed provided that the required visual reference is established at the DA/H or MDA/H and is maintained.
The touch-down zone RVR is always controlling. If reported and relevant, the mid point and stop end RVR are also controlling. The minimum RVR value for the mid-point is 125 m or the RVR required for the touch-down zone if less, and 75 m for the stop-end. For aeroplanes equipped with a roll-out guidance or control system, the minimum RVR value for the mid-point is 75 m.
Note. 
“Relevant”, in this context, means that part of the runway used during the high speed phase of the landing down to a speed of approximately 60 kt.

8.3.1.7. NOISE abatement procedure (Jar-OPs 1.235)
Noise abatement procedures mentioned below ensure that the necessary safety of flight operations is maintained whilst minimising exposure  to noise on ground.
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Procedure A





Results in noise relief during the latter part of the procedure (to be used to protect areas remote from the aerodrome)








Procedure B





Results in noise relief during the part of the procedure close to the aerodrome.
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